
   

 

   

ARA UPDATE DECEMBER 2024/JANUARY 2025 
 

The ARA would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who supported the annual Halloween Haunted 
Trail.  We greatly appreciate all those fun-loving folks who worked so hard helping with set up/take down and 
acting as props; and all those who visited, donated, and enjoyed the experience.  As always, it was great fun!  
 
Thanks to everyone for your donations to our bottle drive and your continued donations to our recycle bin 
at the Centre.  Your support keeps our programs going.  
 
Join us at the ARA kids crafts table at the Community Centre Christmas event on Sunday afternoon, Decem-
ber 8. 
 
Tabletop Gaming:  Mondays 7:00-9:00  in the Multipurpose Room.  Any game that can be played on a table  
(board games, card games, dexterity games, dice games, paper and pencil games, roleplaying games, strategy 
games, and tile-based games).  Participants are encouraged to bring their favourite game and hopefully oth-
ers will join the fun.  The person who sets the game up will be responsible for ensuring everyone playing un-
derstands how to play.  Cost is $2.00/person.  You may bring snacks and drinks (alcohol excluded).  
 
Chair Yoga:  Fridays, 10:00-11:00 in the Community Centre . Drop-in fee is $7.00/class – please bring exact 
change if possible.  All are welcome to this fun and ‘user-friendly’ class.  No previous experience is necessary.  
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat if you have one. Last session in 2024 is December 20; re-
starting on January 10, 2025. 
 
Pickleball: Thursdays 6-7:30 in the Community Centre.   Beginner and experienced players are welcome, age 
13+. Email Pickleball@BellAliant.net if you have questions or plan to play.   If pickleball must be cancelled, 
players will be notified by email and a notice will be posted on the Community Centre Facebook page.   Watch 
the community center Facebook page on Thursday afternoon to see if we are playing. $3.00 drop in. All 
equipment is provided, please wear non-marking sneakers.  Last session in 2024 is December 12; restarting 
on January 9, 2025. 
 

PLEASE WATCH BLANDFORD AND COMMUNITY CENTRE FACEBOOK PAGES FOR UPDATES AND CHANGES TO 
ACTIVITIES.  If any community members have ideas for programs, please contact a member of the Executive – 
we welcome your ideas and feedback!  

 

ARA executive: Carly LeBlanc 902-277-1269; Mary Norwood 902-228-2453, Vicki Schnare 902-228-2234 
(vicki.schnare@bellaliant.net), Nancy Webb  902-225-2915 (n.webb@dal.ca), Wendy Clark 902-877-4871 
(wendyl.clark@gmail.com),  Emily Woodworth (emilylwoodworth@live.com) 
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 COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 Christmas at the Village Hall 
 

Come join us for Christmas Festivities and an in-
door yard sale at the East River Village Hall 

Nov 30, Dec 1, 7, and 8 from 9 am to 2 pm 

Lots of Christmas décor for sale and many other treasures!  
* Bake Table *                           

 
** Dec. 7 & 8  ENJOY a LOBSTER ROLL LUNCHEON ~ $15.00  

MUST be PRE-ORDERED by Dec 4                                      
by calling: Sheila 275-5720/275-5966 or Mary 275-7600. 

Limited Quantities!  Take out only. 
 

If weather does not cooperate, 
please visit East River Village Hall Facebook                  

page or call for updates. 

 

Although we will not be  
doing the Memorial Tree 

this year, we would greatly 
appreciate the community's 

continued support with  
donations to help with the 

up-keep of St.Barnabas  
Church Cemetery. 

  
With Gratitude, 

  Alfred Gates 
5160 Hwy 329 
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 COMMUNITY NOTICES / BUSINSS SERVICES 

Heritage Handwork Drop-In 
at the Blandford Community Centre 

Lodge Room (side door) 
 

No meetings in December. Resuming Jan 14th & 28th 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
Drop-in Fee $4.00 

 

Bring your hooking, knitting, felting, embroidery, sewing (machine work as 
well), or any other portable handwork and enjoy the sharing of handwork 

knowledge. 
 

The coffee is free and plentiful but please bring your own mug. 
 

Everyone Welcome! 

 
Flooring installation 

 

Ceramic tile installation and repairs 
 

Custom showers 
 

Full bathroom renovations 
 

Hardwood and laminate installation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 years experience 
 

Fully insured 
 
 
 

Colin Spinks   (902) 456-1923 

Rate Increase Reminder 
 

Effective February 2025, the ARA Newsletter will be 
increasing the cost of its notices and business ads.  

We have not changed our advertising rates for more 
than 10 years but the cost of printing the newsletter 
and mailing it out has increased substantially, so it is 

now necessary for us to increase our rates so that the 
newsletter can remain viable.  100% of the funds col-
lected from advertising goes towards the printing and 

mailing of the newsletter. 
 

We must also increase the cost of a yearly subscrip-
tion for those who live out of area but want to be 
mailed a paper copy of the newsletter as we have 
been charging less than the actual cost of this for 

years.  You will find the new rates on the second to 
last page of this newsletter.   

 
We ask for your continued support as we make these 

adjustments so that we can keep producing this 
newsletter for everyone in the community. 
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COLOURING PAGE 

Christmas Peace Dove 
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 BUSINESS SERVICES  

 

    Looking for Live, Fresh,  

Local Lobster? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call or text Carly anytime at 

902-277-1269 or follow Hot 

Lobster Fisheries on Facebook 

or Instagram for times, prices 

and locations.  
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BUSINESS SERVICES  

 
DEALER FOR: 

 

Stright Mackay 
Mermaid Marine 

Western Marine 
Vernon d’Eon Fishing Supplies 

CC Marine Distributers 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
 

Marine Parts 
Boat Hauling 

Marine Repair 
& Service 

STORAGE,   BOAT SALES,   CAR & TRUCK ACCESSORIES,   TRAILER SALES & SERVICE 
Call us today (902-228-2205) with all your marine servicing needs  

Find us on Facebook under Blandford Marine  
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BUSINESS SERVICES 
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BUSINESS SEVICES 

DAVID BOND LAW OFFICE 
 

          Phone:  902-858-3066              dbond@davidbondlaw.com                   
 

 

Employment Law 
Family Law 

Wills and Powers of Attorney 
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BUSINESS SERVICES 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR  

DECEMBER 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Xmas at Village 
Hall 9 am 
 
St. Cuthberts 
10 am 

2 
Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 

3 4 
 

BCC Board 
Mtg  7 pm 

5 
Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 

6 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

7 
 

Xmas at Village 
Hall 9 am 

8 
 

Xmas at Village 
Hall 9 am 
 
All Saints 
10 am 
 
Kids Holiday 
Party, BCC 
1 pm 

9 
 

Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Fire Mtg  7 pm 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 
 

10 
 

Fire Trg  7pm 

11 
 

 

12 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

 

13 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

14 
 
 

 
 

15 
 

St. Barnabas 
10 am 

16 
 

Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 
 
 

17 
 

Fire Trg  7pm 

18 
 

 

19 
 
 

 
 

20 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 

45õs  OS  7 pm 

21 
 

Santa Drive by 
via Fire Truck 
Starts 5:30 pm 
at Union Hall in 
East River .  
See ad on page 
4 for details 

22 
 

St. Cuthberts 
4 pm 
 

 

23 
 

Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 
 
 

24 
 

All Saints 
4 pm 
 
Fire Trg 7 pm 

25 
 

26 
 
 

 
 
 

27 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

 
 
 

28 
 

 

29 
 

St. Barnabas 
10 am 

30 
 

Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 

31 
\ 

Fire Trg 7 pm 
 
 

   
BCC = Bland-
ford Communi-
ty Centre 

 
OS = Ocean 
Swells Commu-
nity Centre 

Please note that the address for the newsletter indicated below is a mailbox only.  
It is NOT a physical address and can only be used for items sent by mail. 

Newsletter Advertisement Rates as of Feb/25 

 
 

   Business Ads and                     
   Community Groups 
 
 Business Card Size     $  8.00 
1/4 Page      $12.00 
1/2 Page      $18.00  
Full Page      $35.00 

Personal Ads and 
Thank you Notices 
 
1/4 Page      $  8.00 
1/2 Page      $12.00  
Full Page      $23.00  

SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE 
CONTACT EDITOR FOR MORE INFO 

$36.00 per year 

Editor Information  
 

SEND SUBMISSIONS TO: 
  

Sandra McFadyen EDITOR 
ARA Newsletter  
54 Upper Blandford Wharf Rd 
Blandford, NS    B0J 1T0 
E-mail: aspotogan329@gmail.com 
Phone: 902-817-9906 
 
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR FEB NEWSLETTER:   

JANUARY 20, 2025 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR  

JANUARY 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 
BCC = Bland-
ford Communi-
ty Centre 

 

 
 
OS = Ocean 
Swells Communi-
ty Centre 

 1 
 

 

2 3 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

4 
 

 

5 
 
 

St. Cuthberts 
10 am 
 

 
 
 

6 
 

Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 
 

7 
 

Fire Trg  7pm 

8 
 

BCC Board 
Mtg  7 pm 

9 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

 

10 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

11 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
St. Cuthberts 
10 am 
 

 

13 
 

Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Fire Mtg  7 pm 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 

14 
 

Heritage Hand-
work, BCC 
10 amñ4 pm 
 
Fire Trg  7pm 

15 
 

 

16 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

 
 

17 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 

Seasiders, BCC 
2 pm 
 

45õs  OS  7 pm 

18 
 

Fundraiser-
Breakfast 
BCC 9 am 

 

 

19 
 

St. Cuthberts 
10 am 
 

AthenÞum  
OS  2:30 pm 
 

20 
 

Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 

21 
 

Fire Trg 7 pm 
 

22 23 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

 
 
 

24 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

 
 

25 
 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 

Indoor Walking 
BCC, 10 am 
 
Tabletop Gaming  
BCC  7-9 pm 

28 
\ 

Heritage Hand-
work, BCC 
10 amñ4 pm 
 

Fire Trg 7 pm 

29 30 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

31 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 

45õs OS 7 pm 

 

 
 
 
 

Feb 2025  
Newsletter 
Deadline 


