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Putting the ‘Us’ in Business: 10 Reasons To Shop Local
With the recent closure of the Scotiabank in Hubbards, and the approaching holidays,
Aspotogan Heritage Trust, in partnership with Hubbards & Area Business Association
(HABA), would like to highlight the importance of local businesses to the everyday life in
Hubbards. While it may be tempting to spend your money where the bank is, do not forget
the importance of our local businesses and what HABA, a not-for-profit organization
formed by local business owners, does to set Hubbards apart from other communities.
HABA works to promote economic growth & tourism in Hubbards and surrounding area,
they administers work-place education, support the development of a community garden,
distribute a free business directory, promote Hubbards & Area annually at the Saltscapes
Expo, as well as contributing many other events and activities to our community. It is
through the generous support of the membership that these events take place so it is
easy to see that with every dollar spent in Hubbards a portion is invested directly back into
the community. Keep your hard earned dollars in the community, where you live, work,
and play! Remember, “you don’t know what you got ‘til it’s gone” - do your part and buy
local whenever you can. Here are 10 more reasons to think local before you shop.
1. Dollars you spend locally support vital public services in our community.
2. Our community is unique, and our one-of-a-kind businesses are key to our distinctive
character. Local ownership ensures that important decisions are made at the local level
by people who live in the community and who will benefit from those decisions.
3. You can build a relationship with your local merchants. They can get to know you, and
are able to cater to your preferences.
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4. Local merchants care about and invest in our community. They often donate part of
your dollars back to local groups and charities.
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5. Our local purchases support local jobs.
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6. When you shop at one local business, you are supporting a whole host of other local
business. The ability to offer a range of services within a community is key to vitality.

What do you do here?

7. Local shops are more accessible for everyone. This is especially important for elderly,
vulnerable, and youth.

Grants and Initiatives

8. You save money by shopping at home. You drive less, save time, and you’d be surprised
how often the retail prices are lower, too.

Plow-it-forward

9. You can reduce your environmental impact by cutting out those drives to Tantallon,
Bridgewater, or Halifax.

211—help when you need it

10. Your purchases help the area attract new entrepreneurs and skilled workers. Area that
support their one-of-a-kind businesses and distinctive character are more successful in
recruiting new ones.
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A Note from the Chair...

I don’t know about you, but I am looking forward to slowing down just a bit to enjoy the
holidays. With all the great activities in our community, it is hard to be everywhere you
want to be at once.
As 2017 comes to a close, there is much to be thankful for in our community. The most
notable were all the Canada 150 themed events that brought with them a new energy
and excitement to the area and the country as a whole. Community pride was on full
display at the various events and celebrations that brought together organizations to
help make this a year to remember. Hubbards is often referred to as the “party capital
of the South Shore” and it is easy to see why this area draws the attention it does
throughout Nova Scotia.
As the cover story of this edition reminds us, with our community losing its local bank,
our shopping routines may change as we decide to drive a bit further for more than just
our banking needs. Let’s continue to support our community and shop local whenever
possible.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas
and all the very best for 2018!
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Joanne lives in
Queensland with her
husband Ian and their two
daughters.

Joanne Lovett

Holiday Hours
The office will be closed for the holidays from December 22 to January 2.
If you require internet services during that time, you can access our public Wi-Fi network,
or the Wi-Fi services located at various businesses throughout Hubbards
Computers, printers and Wi-Fi are available at J.D Shatford Library and The Deck in Blandford.
What do you do here? That is a question often asked by people who come through the doors of the building here
at 10 Pte. Richard Green Lane. The answer is, we do what we can to support the needs of the residents and groups
in the local community. We provide computer access, printing, faxing and some 1:1 tech support. Do you need a
place to meet as a group or even with a consultant or professional service provider, we have various boardrooms and
small office spaces to accommodate most small meetings. Are you looking to upgrade your skills, then you may want
to sign up for workplace education or suggest topics for workshops that AHT staff can bring to the community. Do you
have an interest in trying out some new technology? AHT has a new 3D printer as well as four Lego robotics kits, a
raspberry pi and the makey-makey equipment to help teach coding skills. We also have multiple computers with a
variety of software programs on each.
Telehealth services are also provided here—ask your healthcare professional for more details about taking advantage
of the option of meeting via telehealth rather than travelling around the province to see a specialist.
For community groups and organizations, AHT also offers a range of services and supports. The combined resources
of the board and staff of AHT can be accessed to help develop a number of workshops such as financial reporting,
human resources, strategic planning, board training, and meeting basics. Grants are also provided for non-profits to
help with event expenses and capital projects. In need of a credit/debit machine to help boost sales at your next
fundraiser—give us a call, as our machine is available to groups for fundraising purposes. Need to get the word out
about your event, then provide us with the information for “What’s Happening,” the free community event publication.
This is just a sampling of what AHT does. If you are not sure if we offer what you need,
give us a call or drop in to the office—if we don’t offer it, we probably know who does.
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Community Grants
Grants of $500 or less

CANADA 150 GRANTS

2 Bays 4H - camp registration fees
Aspotogan Arts & Crafts - annual show
Aspotogan Consolidated Elementary School - spring fling/BINGO

Through the Years $300.00
parade

Aspotogan Recreation Association—support regional newsletter

District #1 Community Centre $2,000 dance and community BBQ

Blandford Community Centre -Prize BINGO
Blandford Seasiders - annual bus trip
Bluenose Coast - map reprint
Deep Cove Fireworks
Fox Point/Mill Cove Beaches Committee – beach cleanup and repair work
HHELLPS -Viva Fox Vegas
Hubbards Area Lions Club - turkey dinner
Hubbards & Area Business Association - community beautification
Hubbards & Area Business Association - tourism marketing
Hubbards Barn Association - food truck rally
Hubbards Cove Days - fireworks and parade
Hubbards Radio Station - kitchen party fundraiser
Hubbards Writers - South Shore book of short stories
Municipal Firefighters - recognition dinner
Peggy’s Cove Festival of the Arts
PRO Kids - 3 on 3 basketball tournament
St. Margaret’s Bay Breakers - family fun swim event
Through The Years Daycare - Family Fun Day
Through The Years Daycare - Playdate
World Tuna Flats - community race event

Aspotogan Recreation Association
$1,000— family fun day
St. Luke’s Parish $3,000—re-siding the
church
Forest Heights Community School
$3,000—outdoor classroom
Hubbards Volunteer Fire Department
$1,000—fireworks
Hubbards Cove Radio Society $3,000—
Festival on the Cove
Hubbards Area Lions Club/Hubbards &
Area Business Association $1,000—
Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre

Total Community Grants Allocation:

_________
$ 20,350

Community Initiatives
Aspotogan Consolidated Elementary School - Breakfast Program
Community Wheels
Hubbards Co-op Nursery
Hubbards & Area Regional Marketing
Junior Achievement—Our Business World
Lunenburg Queens Volunteer Partnership—Youth Project
Student Bursaries
Through The Years Daycare Subsidy

$
500
$ 10,000
$ 2,000
$ 5,350
$ 1,000
$ 5,000
$ 2,000
$ 10,000
_______
Total Community Initiatives Allocation: $ 35,850

Application forms for Community Development Grants can be found online at www.aspotogan.org

Aspotogan Heritage Trust
“Investing in Community Visions”

Aspotogan Heritage Trust Society

Nova Scotia Assistance Programs

Plow it Forward

The winter months can be very
difficult for senior home owners in
Nova Scotia, so it is always important to help where you come.
This year, make a senior’s year by
“Plowing it Forward” and help them
with their snow plowing and
shoveling. Snow presents an
obstacle and burden that
endangers the lives of seniors and
prevents our seniors and
individuals with mobility issues
from getting the care and support
that their lives depend upon.
Seniors that clear their own snow
put themselves at serious health
risks that can result in bone breaking falls, heart attack and strokes.

The Senior Citizens Assistance Program

Heating Assistance Rebate Program

This program provides assistance to senior homeowners (age 65+) who would like
to remain in their own homes, but cannot
afford necessary repairs. The funding
helps cover repairs that are a threat to
health and safety, which includes repairs
to roofing, plumbing, and heating.
Cosmetic repairs are not covered.

Apply between October 16, 2017 and
March 31, 2018.
Rebates range from $100 to $200.

Forgivable grants up to $6500 available.
To be eligible for the grant:


You or your spouse must be at least
65 years old



Your total household income is below
the established income limit, which
varies depending on household size
and the area you live in



You must own and have lived in your
home for at least one year

To be eligible you must:
Have a net income of $29 000 or
less and live alone with no kids or
dependents
 Have a combined net income of
$44,000 or less and live with kids,
dependents, or other adults
 Receive income assistance from the
Department of Community Service
Canada
 Receive the Guaranteed Income
Supplement or the Allowance from
Service Canada
To complete the application, you must
have a heating bill or receipt for oil,
electricity, natural gas, wood, wood
pellets, coal, or other heating source.


Get started by calling a caseworker today
1-844-424-5110

For further information, please call:
Service Nova Scotia at 902-424-5200

A little act of kindness this winter
could save a life. How powerful is
that?

Do you need some more information
on these or other services in the
area? Then give 211 a call.

Best wishes from the Board and staff of the
Aspotogan Heritage Trust during this holiday season and always.

For information on available
services and programs, contact
211. Province-wide. 24/7. Free.
Confidential. Dial 211 or visit
ns.211.ca Guidance is here and
211 is standing by to help.

Aspotogan
Heritage Trust
“Investing in Community Visions”
10 Pte. Richard Green Lane
P.O Box 99, Hubbards, NS B0J 1T0
(902)857-1133/Fax: (902)857-1117
info@aspotogan.org
www.aspotogan.org

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
@aspotoganHT
Watch out for our ‘What’s
Happening’ publication in your
mailbox!

Want to stay in the loop?
Follow our social media accounts
for the most up-to-date
information on community
events and important notices.
Aspotogan Heritage Trust
@aspotoganHT

